News

* Mr. Ustiin Ergiider presented a “Comparative Look at
Secondary Education and its Impact on Higher Education”
at the Conference for the Association of Private Schools
in February 2008.

* Mr. Erglder presented on the “Impact of Globalization
on Higher Education” at Bahgeflehir University in January
2008.

* Mr. Ergiider was elected to the Board of Trustees of Ozyewrin
University.

* Mr. Erguder presented an “Analysis of the Elections of
2007 at Columbia University’s conference on “Islam and
Turkey Today,” from November 2nd-3rd.

* Mr. Erguder chaired the panel on Education Reform for
an international audience by the Turkish Education
Association.

* Mr. Ahmet Evin was appointed to the international Task
Force of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation for a period
of 18 months.

Announcements

e ‘“stanbul Policy Center, together with the Dinya
newspaper, Friedrich Naumann Stiftung, National
Innovation Initiative and Sabanc University will be
accepting applications, until 3rd March, for Participative
Local Development National Conference and Awards.
For conditions and detailed information as well as
application form, refer to:
http://www.ipc.sabanciuniv.edu/yerel/odul.html"

* Germany Meets Turkey — A Forum for Young Leaders is
pleased to announce that it is now taking applications
for the 2008 round of the program. The program is co-
sponsored by the Istanbul Policy Center and the Institute
for Cultural Diplomacy. The application deadline is April
30th, 2008. Further information regarding candidate
requirements and the application process, as well as a
link to download the application form, can be found on
http://www.germanymeetsturkey.org/

* Mr. Evin further participated in the "Albania and the Euro-
mediterranean Partnership" Conference organized by the
Foreign Minister of Albania and the European Institute of
the Mediterranean, Tirana, October 22nd.

* Mr. Evin participated as speaker in the launch on October
10 of lan Lesser's project report, Beyond Suspicion:
Rethinking US-Turkish Relations.

* |n February 2008 Mr. Sabri Sayan spoke to the Democrats
Abroad of Turkey Chapter about Turkey-U.S. relations.

¢ In February Ms. Christina Bache Fidan guest lectured to
students from Carleton College about Turkish Politics and
U.S.-Turkey Relations.

* Ms. Fidan moderated IPC’s roundtable discussion with Mr.

Walter Mead from the Council of Foreign Relations who
spoke on "U.S. Foreign Policy at a Crossroads”.

e February 22nd , Guest Lecture with Professor Dr. Norbert
Walter, Chief Economist of Deutsche Bank on "Subprime
Crisis-Consequences for business and Regulators”

¢ March 13th -Conference on "Alternative Lens to Conflict
Resolution”

* April 5th -6th IPC's Education Reform Initiative's Annual
"Best Practices" Conference

* April-Roundtable Discussion on Turkey-EU Relations
* May-Roundtable Discussion on Turkey-U.S. Relations

* May 23rd and 24th Participative Local Development
National Conference and Awards Ceremony

e June-IPC'S Turkey-U.S. Public Policy Initiative Annual Spring
Conference

We would like to thank our Sabanc> University interns, Ms. Ebru Kutlualp and Mr. Siileyman Dost
for their hard work, creative thoughts and team work.
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Our staff at the Istanbul Policy Center, is gaining important ground in making this newsletter happen. The enthusiasm and
the excitement of starting something new sails you through the first issue. | always find the second issue the most difficult
one. ltis the first step towards making efforts like this one sustainable. And, with each issue the enthusiasm may wane and
turn into a simple routine task. It heartens me to see them working with undiminished enthusiasm to institutionalize this

newsletter. My colleagues are grateful to them.

The most important function of a newsletter is to inform our stakeholders and those interested about our activities and
projects; in other words make the Center more transparent. A very significant, but unplanned, impact of this short resume
of what the Center does serves to inform each one of us on what the others do. You will read our recent activities below. |

hope you like them.

Ustuin Erglider, Director of the Istanbul Policy Center

«stanbul Politikalar Merkezi ekibi, bu biltenin haz>rlanmas» konusunda énemli bir gelifime kaydediyor.Yeni bir ifle baflbyor
olmarn hevesi ve heyecan sizi ilk saysya goturtiverir. Her zaman ikinci sayy> en zoru olarak goririm. Boyle bir cabay» strdirilebilir
klmarn ilk admdbr. Ve, her bir saysyla heves soner ve ifl basit bir rutine donufliverir. Ekibimizin eksilmeyen bir azimle bu biiltenin
kurumsallaflmas:na cabfltklarny gérmek beni yiireklendiriyor. Mesai arkadafllarnm onlara minnettar.

Bu bultenin en 6nemli ifllevi paydafllanmyz> ve ilgilileri faaliyetlerimiz ve projelerimiz konusunda bilgilendirmektir, dicer bir
ifadeyle Merkezimizi daha fleffaf hale getirmektir. Merkezin neler yapt konusundaki bu k'sa 6zetin 6nemli fakat 6ngorilmemifl
etkisi bizleri dizerlerinin ne yaptklar ile ilgili bilgilendirmesidir. derleyen sayfalarda son etkinliklerimizi okuyacaks»nmz. Umanm

berenirsiniz.

Greek-Turkish Forum

The Forum met in Athens on November 21-22 with the
participation of the Greek and Turkish chapters of Cyprus.
After a tour de horizon on developments in the internal
politics of each country, discussion shifted to Greek-Turkish
relations and to the European venture of Turkey. Cyprus,
however, was the major topic of discussion. It was decided
that, given the elections in Greek Cyprus, 2008 may turn out
to be a critical year for working towards a solution. The
Cyprus chapters were encouraged to meet more often to
produce ideas for a solution. The Forum, together with the
local chapters, will hold a meeting in Nicosia in early March.

Ret. Amb. dter Turkmen one of the founding members,
after long years of service, asked to be excused from the
Forum. His request was reluctantly noted. Ustiin Ergiider will
now co-coordinate the Forum with Costa Carras. Businessman
Pekin Baran, Ret. Amb. Volkan Vural, and Member of
Parliament Egemen Bamfl were asked to join the Forum.

Ustuin Ergiider, «stanbul Politikalar Merkezi Direktorii

Forum Krbns»n Yunan ve Tirk taraflanmn kabbmyyla 21-22
Kas>m'da Atina’'da topland». Her iki tlkenin i¢ politikalarsndaki
gelifimelere yonelik bir ufuk turunun ardondan Tirk-Yunan iliflkileri
ve Turkiye'nin AB’ye uyeliai konulan tarbfbidh. Kobns Rum kesiminde
yaprlacak olan baflkanbk se¢imleri de g6z 6niine abnarak 2008
ybrmn ¢ézim yolunda énemli bir y»l olabileceri vurguland.
Cozume yonelik fikir tretmek adna Kobns»n Tirk ve Yunan
kesimlerinin daha sk bir araya gelmesi gerektiai belirtildi. Forum'un
bir sonraki toplants» Mart ay>nda Lefkofla'da yapslacakbr.

Forumun kurucu Uyelerinden Emekli Buyukelgi ve eski Difliflleri
Bakan> «ter Turkmen'in uzun yllardsr siirdirdiiei gérevinden
aynimas»ron ardvndan forumun yiiritiictliimiinii Ustiin Ergilider ve
Costa Carras»n yapmas» kararlaflonlmyflor. Aynca ifladam»
Pekin Baran, Emekli Blyikel¢i Volkan Vural da Forum’a davet
edilmifllerdir.












