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(Minerva Han, Bankalar Caddesi No: 2, Karakdy)

The current global geopolitical turmoil presents challenges, uncertainties, and multiple crises that
demonstrate, more than ever, how the interconnections in security, the economy, and technology are
a double-edged sword. On the one hand, they can represent an opportunity for cooperation to
maximize mutual benefits, achieve stability at lower cost, and defend common security and material
interests. On the other hand, they can evolve into patterns of dependency in which certain actors
adjust, limit, and align their strategies, objectives, and ambitions with the power dynamics
characterizing their relations with other actors.

In this regard, the security challenges posed by the conflicts in Ukraine and the Middle East, the
uncertainties stemming from US policies under Trump’s presidency, and the increasing economic and
technological competition with China and new power centers have further pushed the necessity for
Turkey and European states to re-adapt their posture and search for alternative strategies. In this
context, both sides have set goals to achieve strategic autonomy in critical sectors and, more recently,
have begun bilateral defense cooperation. Similarly, the EU and Turkey share common risks and
interdependencies in the digital dimension of security, where cyberattacks and sabotage of critical
infrastructure pose significant threats, but digitalization, Al, and networked systems are opening new
spaces for cooperation.

Yet, as they maintain different positions on several issues and in their relations with the US, Russia, and
China, questions about a real, sustainable partnership remain open. How do they conceive strategic
autonomy? How are geopolitical shifts affecting European and Turkish security policies? Despite
divergences, are there conditions under which the digital and defense realms can serve as bridges
rather than barriers between Turkey and Europe?

To shed light on this, we are pleased to invite you to a Mercator-IPC event that gathers experts to
explore how Turkey and Europe are re-adapting to a changing geopolitical context, and debate whether
their common challenges and ambitions can create new cooperation frameworks.
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Program
14.30-14.45 Welcoming Remarks
14.45-16.00  Achieving Strategic Autonomy Through Cooperation: A View from Turkey and Europe

“Making Sense of Strategic Autonomy in a Changing Geopolitical Context. How, When,
and From Whom?”
Alper Kaliber, IPC Senior Scholar, IPC, Istanbul

“Challenges and Opportunities for Europe’s Defense Ambitions. Any place for External
Partnerships?”
Gesin Weber, Senior Researcher, Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH, Ziirich

“The Rise of Turkey’s Defense Sector and the De facto Cooperation with Europe.
Possible Frameworks Beyond Membership?”
Sinan Ulgen, Director, EDAM, Istanbul & Senior Fellow, Carnegie Europe, Brussels

Moderator
Samuele C.A. Abrami, 2024/25 Mercator-IPC Fellow & Research Fellow, Barcelona
Center for International Affairs (CIDOB)

16.00-16.15 Coffee Break

16.15-17.30  Cyber Threats and Digital Governance: Opportunities and Limits for Turkey—EU
Security Cooperation

“Turkey’s Digital and Cyber Security Frameworks: between Cyber Homeland and
International Cooperation”
Salih Bigakgl, Professor, Nisantasi University, Istanbul

“EU’s Digital Posture and Cyber Competition on the International Stage”
Javier Borras Arumi, Research Fellow, Barcelona Center for International Affairs
(CIDOB)

“Security in the Digital and Cyber Domain: A Networked Framework between State
Actors and the Private Sector”
Adil Burak Sadig, Executive Advisor, Shadowstar Consulting

Moderator
Jacopo Franceschini, 2025/26 Mercator-IPC Fellow

Istanbul Policy Center, Bankalar Caddesi No: 2 Minerva Han 34420 Karakiy, Istanbul, TURKEY S

. Sabanc1 .
P +90 212 292 49 39 F+90 212 292 49 57 E-Mail ipc@sabanciunivedu ME%—EE—JI—-%HG
ipc.sabanciuniv.edu !



