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Deadline:

August 31, 2026

Notification of acceptance:

September 3, 2026

Workshop:
September 28-29, 2026

Istanbul Policy Center,
Karakoy, Istanbul

Please send abstracts (max. 300 words) to
ipc@sabanciuniv.edu with the workshop
title in the subject line.

Please provide a short biography and
information on your institution

(max. 100 words each).

Convener:

Dr. Samer Sharani
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Call for Participation
Workshop

Knowledge Support for Syria: Accelerating Syria’s Recovery

Istanbul Policy Center, Istanbul | September 28-29, 2026

Istanbul Policy Center (Sabanci University) invites academics, researchers, practitioners, and journalists
to participate in a two-day workshop on accelerating Syria’s recovery. This workshop takes place during
a critical period in the formation of a new Syrian state as the government, civil society, and citizens face
multiple crises. This workshop aims to introduce new proposals for accelerating civil-governmental—
academic cooperation to support the new Syrian state.

This workshop aims to bring together different actors from diverse fields to produce practical knowledge
that will benefit different actors inside Syria.

Topics
Held under the Chatham House Rule, the workshop will discuss two broad topics:

1. Security: The new Syrian government has identified security as a priority for the state. The
workshop takes a broad view of security, including physical security, human security, and
societal security.

This includes, but is not limited to, topics such as:

Security and identity

Development as human security

Education for human security
Social risks

2. The “New” Identity of Syria: Syria is now in the process of rebirth. Syrians are developing
not only a new country, a new form of government, and a new society—state relationship but
also a new definition of being Syrian and the formation of new inter-group relations. This
process warrants deep engagement and reflection.

This includes, but is not limited to, topics such as:
- Asingular identity vs multiple identities
- Managing diversity and the legacy of atrocities
- Bottom-up vs top-down approaches in building the nation-state
- Adaptive methods of governance

Format: The workshop will be divided into two thematic areas over two days (Day 1: Security; Day 2:
Identity). Participants will give short presentations on the relevant themes (approximately 20 minutes),

which will then be followed by a discussion session.
Who should apply:

- Academics, journalists, and researchers
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International and Syrian NGOs
Outputs:

- An internal report

Internal memo on cooperation mechanisms

A short policy note (conditional on the consent of all participants)

To apply: Please submit an abstract (max. 300 words) along with a short biography and information
about your institution (max. 100 words each) to ipc@sabanciuniv.edu by August 31, 2026. Please write

the workshop title in the subject line.
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